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The reft of this Treatife confifts in divers Caleula-
tions and Tables of Intcreft, and the Value of Annu-
ities for Life on diffcrent Ages and Interclt; and
concludes with an Explanation of the fame, and the
Uflefulnefs thereof.

London, Fan. 27. 1742.

1V. A Letter from Mr. Jofeph Hobfon to
My. Peter Collinfon, F. R.S comcerning
the awonderful Increafe of the Seeds of Plants,
€. g. of the Upright Mallow.

Refpeited Friend,

- Read Jan. 27. HEN thou waft fo kind as to
17423 oblige me with fhewing thy
curious Collc&tion of Rarities, amongft othcr things
there was, Ithink, an Ear of Guinea Corn, remark-
able, as thou well obfcrvedft, for its large Number
of Grains: Remembering this, and obferving here a

large Piant of the common Upright Mallow, which

I thought muft have a large Number of Seeds; I had
the Cuariofity to count them, and have prefumed, on
the Slendernefs of our Acquaintance, to fend thee
an Account thereof; and fhall be glad, if the Triflc
be in any degtrec acceptable; as follows, wiz. The
Sceds being difpofed in Rings, I counted thofe which
were upon the principal Stems, and there were
upon
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Firt. Rings.

The — I 1100,
2~—— 1058,
3— 888.
4= 874.
S—— 753,
6—  744.
7—— 732,
8§— 587,
9—— 466,
10— 465.
11~ 378.
I2—— 355,
I3—— 344.

14— 34I.

I§— 2I0.

16— 1380.

Upon many odd fmall Stemse——m——  724.

Rings in all 10199.
Multiply by Seedsin one Ring=—— 12 Seeds.

Numbet of Sced s me = 122388.
Allow forTwolarge Stemsdeftroyed 7612,

Seedsinall 130000.

I then counted the Sceds in feveral particular Rings,
and found them commonly 14 in each, but have
confined myfeif to multiply the Rings by 12, which

is moderate, yet makes the Number of Seeds amount

to rscceo, allowing 7612 Sceds for Two large
Steras cut down and deftroyed, a moderate Allow-
ance,
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ance, confidering Two of the Stems alone contain
cach above 1000 Rings: Some of thefc Stems were
above Two Yards and an half high. Ihave to add,
that this Plant was a Seedling laft Year, tranfplanted
out of the Fields on the End of a floping Strawberry-
bed; and I counted the Rings in the Middle of laft
Fuly, when it had Thoufands of Flowers upon it,
which, with Thoufands that muft ftill fucceed, might
very probably produce more than 50000 Seeds * more,
confidering 1000 Rings contain 12000 Seceds and
more; and if we multiply the Number of Rings
actually counted, by 14, the Number of Seeds con-
tained in one Ring, inftead of 12, we fhall have an
Addition of 20000 Sceds, all which, added together,
amount to 200000, the poflible Increafe of one

Seed.
Macclesfield, Sept. 1. 1742. 7qﬁepb HOZ?ﬁ)ﬂ.

V. Excerpta ex Epiftola CI. Viri Joh, Am-
- brofii Beureri ad Petr. Collinfon, R. S.S. de
natuya Succini.

* K
f“fi Jan. 27. E Succino non folum negative,
74373 fed ctiam gffirmative, hxc eit Sen-

tentia mea : Succinum vel Ambram citrinam fuccum
effe arborum refinofum nego & pernego, ob fequentes
ratiunculas. Primum mihi non verifimile videtur
iftum fuccicum per terram tranfire in mare: nam

* Even {uppoling many of tiie Flowers to produce no Seed. d
unae



